
CHIARAOJEDA

Profile
As a committed educator and designer, I seek to unlock possibility in all learners, strengthen the courses I 
teach, collaborate with, mentor, and support the faculty with whom I work, and enhance the community 
in which I teach.  I apply design-centered problem solving to creating meaningful learning experiences for 
diverse populations of learners.

Skills

Bilingual Spanish Speaker
Service-Minded Educator
Consistent Reviser
Facilitating Learning
Instructional Design
Learning-Centered Assessment
Course Development
Teacher Training
Mentoring
Research
Student Club Advising
Team Leadership

Collaborative Teaching
Versatile Teaching Experience
Innovative Problem Solving
Professional Writing
Desktop Publishing
Video Editing
Editing
Presenting & Public Speaking
Presentation Development  
Presentation Design
Keynote
PowerPoint

Mac OS X
Wordpress
Prezi
Wimba
Microsoft Office
iWork 
iLife 
Jing
Screen"ow
Adobe Acrobat Pro
LMS (WebCT/Blackboard)
GoTo Meetings/Training

Education
University of Central Florida, Orlando, Florida
 Master of Arts, Emphasis in English Literature, 2003
 Cum Laude
 Independent Study: Comprehensive Literature Examination
 Graduate Advisor: James Campbell, Assoc. Professor of English

University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida
 Bachelor of Arts, English, 2000
 Cum Laude
 Minor: Secondary Education
 Concentration: History 
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Teaching Experience

Course Director/Senior Instructor, Full Sail University,  2008-Present
- Promoted to Course Director after one month as Associate Course Director of composition.
- Introduce students to the principles of effective professional presentation and public speaking, 

including developing a speech, organizing a speech to support both informative and persuasive 
claims, using storytelling and $gurative language to enhance a speech/presentation’s style, utilizing 
best practices for visual aids with a focus on clarity and simplicity, and honing delivery and non-
verbal elements of a presentation/speech. 

- Delegate work to lab specialist and associate course director; mentor and encourage autonomy and 
excellence in employees.

- Apply design-centered approach to daily exercises, lesson plans, and activities for both live and 
online course.

- Train incoming faculty and cross-train existing faculty to teach presentation development, design, 
and delivery.

- Advise $nal project students in music business, entertainment business, and sports marketing.
- Work independently with students to better structure, design, and deliver their written and oral 

messages.

Adjunct Professor, Valencia College, 2004; 2005-2006; 2008-2009
Professor of English, Valencia College, 2004-2005; 2006-2008

- Offered a full-time temporary contact after one semester of part-time work. 
- Introduced students to the rigors and demands of academic writing, including drafting and 

revising written work, engaging in the research process, and exercising critical thinking skills via 
in-depth discussion and analysis of written, visual, and auditory modes of communication. 

- Used technology, such as preparatory computer programs, presentation software, the internet, and 
audio-visual equipment to enhance student education. Drafted hundreds of original daily 
exercises, lesson plans, and writing assignments. 

- Worked with staff, faculty, and administration to help develop and improve college programs and 
overall college community. 

Instructor, University of Central Florida, 2002
- Maintained an accurate class log that tracked attendance, grades, and participation. 
- Integrated technology into the classroom, including the Internet, audio-visual equipment, 

document viewer, and projection equipment. 
- Drafted daily exercises, lesson plans, and writing assignments. 
- Introduced students to the rigors and demands of academic writing.  
- Developed writing assignments appropriate to the objectives of the course. 
- Networked with experienced instructors to develop and hone skills as an educator. 

Courses Taught
Full Sail University 
English Composition Online 
Professional Communication and Presentation 
Professional Communication and Presentation Online
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Valencia College
Preparatory English I
Preparatory English II
Preparatory English I Lab
Preparatory English II Lab
Reading Comprehension Lab
English Composition I
English Composition I Telecourse
English Composition I Online
English Composition I Hybrid
English Composition II
English Composition II Online
English Composition II: Beat Generation Literature
English Composition II Hybrid
Latin American Humanities
Latin American Humanities Hybrid
20th Century Humanities

University of Central Florida
English Composition I

Courses Developed
English Composition I: Documentary Film as Composition
English Composition I Online Course Shell
English Composition II: Close Reading and Poetry
English Composition II for International Students
English Composition II: Beat Generation Literature
English Composition II Online Course Shell
Preparatory English I Lab
Preparatory English II Lab
Latin American Humanities
Latin American Humanities Hybrid
Professional Communication and Presentation
Professional Communication and Presentation Online

Publications
Featured in: “%e New Presentations,” Online Degrees Blog, May 2013.

Featured in: “Presentation Design Analysis: Presenting as Yourself,” Ethos3 Blog, February 2013.

“Don’t Worry, Be CRAPPy”, Six Minutes, August 2012.

“%rough the Epistolary Looking Glass: Mariama Ba’s So Long a Letter and the Problematic Self-
Fashioning of the Post-Colonial Feminist Subject.” Pacific Ancient and Modern Language 
Association, Portland, OR, 2004. 
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Presentations
“Making the Most out of GoTo Training.” Full Sail University, March 2014.

- In the $rst of a new series of informal round table discussions, the Brown Bag Extravaganza 
team collaborated to present a session on GoTo Training/GoTo Meeting, Full Sail University’s 
primary means of synchronous interaction with our online students. Attendees learned 
strategies for encouraging attendance, engaging students during a session, and how to overcome 
technical problems.

“An introduction to PCP.” Curriculum Innovation Forum, Full Sail University, September 2013.
- Developed a brief presentation explaining the course objectives, structure, and measurement 

tools used in Professional Communication and Presentation as part of a curriculum innovation 
forum meeting for entertainment business and music business faculty and staff.

“Building your Professional Persona.” Full Sail University, X-Factor, July 2013.
- Developed a 30-minute presentation followed by Q&A on developing and building a 

professional persona online for the women’s group at Full Sail University. %e goal was to 
empower young women with the tools and ideas they need to develop professionalism before 
ending their academic careers.

“Infographics as a Teaching Tool.” Full Sail University Faculty Development, July 2013.
- As part of Full Sail University’s $rst poster session, I developed a tryptic poster and 

presentation on using infographics as a teaching tool in the classroom and online environment.
“%e Presentation Revolution: Simple Design.” Full Sail University Faculty Development, May 2013.

- Simple Design was a workshop designed to introduce educators to 21st century design best 
practices. %e workshop was conducted in an effort to aid teachers in creating dynamic 
Keynote/PowerPoint lecture and lesson materials that help engage students, appeal to multiple 
learning styles, and serve as enhancements of classroom instructions, as opposed to a transcript 
of lecture notes.

“Liberal Studies Round Table: Creating a Teaching Persona.” Full Sail University Liberal Studies, May 
2013.

- Co-presented the $rst Liberal Studies Round Table session, whose focus was de$ning and 
creating a teaching persona in the online environment. 

“Introduction to the Presentation Revolution.” Full Sail University Faculty Development, April 2013.
- Co-presented this Faculty Development Workshop at Full Sail University with Alex Rister.  

Attendees learned about 21st century presentations. We instructed faculty on presentations as a 
three-legged stool made up of content, visuals, and delivery.

“Telling Your Story: From the Page to the Picture.” Full Sail University Faculty Development, February 
2013.

- Co-presented this Faculty Development Workshop at Full Sail University with Dr.  Danita 
Berg and Alex Rister.  Attendees learned how to write personal narratives and how to translate 
those narratives into visual storytelling in Keynote.

“Your Academic Presence: Creating CVs, Teaching Portfolios, and Online Personas.” Full Sail University 
English Department, Dec. 17, 2012.

- Served as co-presenter during a department-wide professional development initiative. I 
instructed fellow colleagues on best practices for creating and developing an online professional 
site through Wordpress.com.
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“Curriculum Innovation Forum: Presentations that Rock” (Co-presenter). Full Sail University Faculty 
Development, Dec. 11, 2012.

- Along with co-presenter, Alex Rister, I discussed three best visual design and cognitive practices 
educators can implement in developing visual aids for the classroom.

“Real Delivery: Presenting as Yourself.” Full Sail University Digital Art and Design Department, October, 
2012- present.

- To ful$ll a perceived gap in students’ experience with presenting, I developed a workshop 
speci$cally for DAD students in Suzy Johnson’s Typography course. Students workshopped 
ways to combat presentation anxiety as well as learning the basics of natural presentation 
delivery.

“What is a Community of Inquiry?” Full Sail University English Department, August, 2012.
- As part of my commitment to Full Sail University’s Academic Effectiveness Committee, I 

researched Garrison, Anderson and Archer’s (2000) “Critical Inquiry in A Text-based 
Environment: Computer Conferencing in Higher Education” and presented an introduction to 
this concept.

“Presentation Best Habits.” Full Sail University Digital Literacy Department, August 2012.
- Alex Rister and I developed a video Q & A series based on Mrs. Rister’s Six Minutes article, 

“Ten Presentation Habits My Students and You Need to Unlearn.” %e video is used  as an 
instructional aid by the digital literacy department.

“Visualizing Resumes: Communicating your Professional Persona in the 21st Century.” Full Sail 
University Faculty Development, February 2012- present.

- In this workshop, I introduce attendees to 21st century methods of professional and personal 
branding including visual resumes, methods to develop a dynamic online portfolio, and best 
practices for moving away from the paper resume.

“Confessions of a Logoleptic.” PechaKucha Orlando, June 2011.
- Developed, designed, and presented an original presentation titled “Confessions of a Logoleptic” 

at volume 2 of this world-known, fast-paced style of presenting. 
“Presenting Naked.” Full Sail University Faculty Development, March 2011-Present.

- As part of Full Sail University’s commitment to on going faculty and staff development, I developed 
and currently conduct a two hour workshop on delivery and performance. The goal of this workshop is 
to introduce attendees to dynamic ways they can capture an audience’s attention, maintain 
engagement, encourage participation, and sustain an energetic and dynamic pace.

“Tweak Your Slides.” Full Sail University English Department,  January 2010.
- I developed a brief workshop covering 10 visual design principles department instructors could apply 

to creating effective in-classroom visual aids and online learning materials. 
“10 Design Principles for Educators.” Full Sail University Faculty Development, December 2010-Present.

- I developed and currently conduct a workshop whose aim is to introduce educators to 10 visual design 
principles they can apply to creating effective in-classroom visual aids and online learning materials 
such as podcasts. The purpose of this workshop is to familiarize attendees with the how to’s of 
designing slides and then give participants and opportunity to actually design a set of slides.

“The New Slide Revolution.” Full Sail University Faculty Development July 2010.
- Along with a colleague, I developed and delivered a workshop designed to help students, faculty, 

and staff develop impacting, engaging, and effective slideshow presentations. %e purpose of the 
workshop is to develop a “think like a designer” approach to planning and designing visual aids, 
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with the focus on the visual aid functioning as an enhancement to the speaker and not a 
detriment.

“MLA Format Made Easy.” Valencia College Communications Student Support Center, 2005-2008.
- Developed and delivered a two-hour workshop on MLA that included formatting an MLA 

paper; quoting, paraphrasing, summarizing secondary source information, and developing a works 
cited page. %is workshop was open to students, faculty, and staff.

“Don’t Panic: %e Prep Student’s Guide to the Competency Exam.” Valencia College Communications 
Student Support Center, 2005-2008.

- Developed and delivered a three-part workshop series on test prep for the required exit exam in 
Preparatory English II. Part one of this series focused on basic test prep including study skills, 
time management, and methods to reduce anxiety. Part two focused on the grammar and sentence 
skills portions of the exam. Part three focused on the essay portion of the examination. 

“Revising and Editing: What’s the difference?” Valencia College Communications Student Support 
Center, 2005-2008.

- Developed and delivered a one hour lesson for CSSC clients on what revision is, how to engage in 
revision, best practices for revision, and the importance of higher order areas before lower level 
areas in revision. %e session also covered the differences between revising and editing as well as 
providing tips for effective editing and proofreading. %is session was open to students, faculty, 
and staff. 

“Developing a Documented Argument.” Valencia College Communications Student Support Center, 
2005-2008.

- Developed and delivered a two hour workshop for English composition students to better prepare 
them for writing a persuasive essay with research and documentation. %e session covered the 
basics of persuasion, $nding and integrating primary and secondary research, and organizing a 
persuasive essay.

“%rough the Epistolary Looking Glass: Mariama Ba’s So Long a Letter and the Problematic Self-
Fashioning of the Post-Colonial Feminist Subject.” Pacific Ancient and Modern Language 
Association, Portland, OR, 2004. 

Department/University Service
Final Project, Sports Marketing Bachelor of Science, 2014

- Advise and observe Sports Marketing students on best presentation practices, reinforcing PCP 
principles such as delivery, content, and visual presentation.

Liberal Studies Brown Bag Extravaganza, Full Sail University, 2014
- As part of a collaborative effort with creative writing and digital literacy faculty and 

administration, planning a new series of faculty development sessions based on the themes of 
collaboration and open communication.

Liberal Studies Best Practices Round Table, Full Sail University, March 2013
- Proposed a plan for a monthly collaborative session for liberal studies (English, math, psychology, 

English for Speakers of other Languages, creative writing, and digital literacy) faculty. 
Responsible for facilitating organization, marketing, presentation order, agenda, and group 
discussion.

Ojeda 6



Nancy Duarte Class Interview, Full Sail University, August 2012
- Planned and coordinated A/V support for a guest Skype lecture with Nancy Duarte, CEO of 

Duarte Design and author of course textbook for Professional Communication and Presentation.
Aviator Reader, 2011-Present

- Read and selected student submissions for the Aviator quarterly literary journal; evaluated short 
fiction and poetry pieces as well as art and photography submissions.

Committee for Academic Effectiveness,  Liberal Arts Faculty Representative, 2011-Present
- Member of a standing committee of faculty who review and provide input for newly developed 

policies and school initiatives. As part of this committee, I function as a supplemental liaison 
between faculty and management.

United Community Club, Sponsor, August 2010-January 2011
- As the faculty co-sponsor for this student organization, I work with students to develop community 

service-minded projects including film screenings, food drives, work with local organizations such as 
Rock for Hunger, and on campus events to increase awareness for the issue affecting our local and 
global communities.

Final Project, Entertainment and Music Business Bachelor of Science, 2008-Present
- Since 2008, advised and observed Entertainment Business and Music Business students on best 

presentation practices, reinforcing PCP principles such as delivery, content, and visual 
presentation.

Faculty Development, Full Sail University, December 2008-Present
- Attended and conducted workshops to develop skills in foundational, pedagogical, technical, 

interpersonal, and holistic skills. Trained in the following: developing rubrics, facilitating online 
learning, Wordpress portfolios, curriculum development, Photoshop, ScreenFlow, campus security, 
developing student organizations, utilizing Web 2.0 tools, ADA compliance/Student Support 
Services, and fair use and copyrighted works in the classroom.

Student Development Budget Committee, Member, Spring 2008 
- As a member of this committee, I evaluated requests for funds by student organizations, and I 

helped determine how student activities fees would be distributed for the coming year.  
Winter Park Campus Book Club, Faculty Advisor , Fall 2007-2008 

- As the Faculty Advisor for the Winter Park Campus Book Club, I worked with student leaders, 
faculty, and librarians to develop a “Get InTo Reading” book club whose goals are to discuss key 
issues in chosen texts, increase literacy and reading awareness in the community, and fundraise for 
charities related to the featured text.  

Strategic Planning 2008-2013, Strategies, Goals and Objectives Task Force, Goal 4: “Partner with the 
Community”, Team Member, Fall 2007 

- %e Strategic Planning Committee’s charge was to reevaluate Valencia College’s commitment to 
students, faculty, staff, and the community at large.  As a member of the Goal 4 team, I worked 
closely with other faculty, staff, and administrators; I drafted the language of the outcomes as well 
as an accompanying essay, outlining the spirit, scope, and focus of Goal 4. 

Quality Matters, Certified Peer Reviewer, Summer 2007-2008 
- After completing the Online Course Shell Development project in the fall of 2006 (see below), I 

attended an eight-hour training session to become a certi$ed Quality Matters Peer Reviewer of 
online courses.   %e purpose of peer reviewing is to improve the overall quality of the online 
learning environment via an in-depth review of an individual’s online course.  

Cooperative Learning Community, Success Coach, 2006-2008 
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- As part of Valencia’s CLC, I work closely with students in preparatory courses as a success coach.  
Students and I meet and work on several assignments designed around Valencia’s LifeMap tool, 
an interactive service that allows students to determine the course of their educational and 
professional careers.   

Online Course Shell Development, Course Developer, Fall 2006  
- I worked in conjunction with two fellow professors to develop an alternative delivery online 

course shell for Freshman Composition I via the WebCT environment.  Developed content and 
determined best possible approach to course; worked closely with course designer to create shell 
to be used in future sections of Freshman Composition I.

Valencia College Support Centers Festivals, Logistics and Staff, Summer 2005-2008
- Planned and staffed quarterly support center festivals that brought awareness to the services 

offered by Valencia support centers. Festivals served as an important point of contact between 
students, faculty, and staff.

Professional Experience
Senior Instructional Assistant, Valencia College, 2005-2008

- As part of the Communications Student Support Center, consulted with students on a one on 
one basis, helping them develop several key skill sets, including essay writing, grammar, style, 
proper documentation, research strategies, reading for comprehension, and effective speech/
presentation. 

- Conducted in-class workshops on various subjects including, MLA, sentence structure, essay 
structure, and timed essay test strategy.  Developed new and revised existing tip sheets on 
grammar, writing, MLA/APA, reading, and study skills. 

- Managed and delegated all work during director’s absence; ensured quality of employee work.
- Worked with instructional assistant and tutors to improve the CSSC’s ability to best serve the 

Valencia’s student body. 
Instructional Assistant, Valencia College, 2003-2004

- Instructed students at all levels of ability, from EAP and Prep English, to Composition on an 
individual basis to determine appropriate direction of written work. Instructed and tutored 
students on grammar, citation formats, style, form, the writing process, organization, and 
structure. 

- Maintained close communication with students; addressed concerns and questions in a timely 
manner.

Content Editor, Sun Atlantic Corporation, 2003 - 2004 
- Interviewed company employees; investigated and researched current market trends. 
- Planned and implemented universally accessible content for website. 
- Edited and prepared for publication business proposals, presentations, human resources materials, 

and marketing materials. 
- Developed, drafted, and edited content for website. 

Writing Consultant, University Writing Center, University of Central Florida, 2002 - 2003 
- Critiqued, edited, reviewed, and evaluated a diverse range of writing styles. 
- Expanded knowledge of MLA, APA, AP, and Chicago Manual of Style. 
- Advised and mentored writing consultants on improving approaches and effective procedures.  
- Worked in a cooperative group of writing consultants to improve student writing. 
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Awards and Honors
“Ideate: Create and Develop World Changing Ideas,” Top Presentation, Slideshare.net, March 2014
"Tweak your Resume," Top Presentation, Slideshare.net, September 2013
"Visual Design Basics," Top Presentation, Slideshare.net, September 2013
“Instructor Appreciation Awards: Leadership Nominee,” Full Sail University, May 2013
“PROPS: Community Involvement,” Full Sail University, April 2013
“PROPS: Leadership,” Full Sail University, April 2013
“Simple Design,”  Top Presentation, Slideshare.net, March 2013
“Real Delivery: Presenting as Yourself,”  Top Presentation, Slideshare.net, February 2013
“Your Speech is Toxic,”  Top Presentation, Slideshare.net, September 2012
“Studying Simon Sinek: Start with the Golden Circle,”  Top Presentation, Slideshare.net, September 2012
“Conquer Presentation Anxiety,”  Top Presentation, Slideshare.net, September 2012
“How to Create Pro Slides in Less Time,”  Top Presentation, Slideshare.net, August 2012
“Narrative Writing,”  Top Presentation, Slideshare.net, May 2012
“Tweak Your Slides,”  Top Presentation, Slideshare.net, March 2011
Excellence in Teaching Award, Valencia College, 2006 – 2007 

Memberships
National Council of Teachers of English 2012- Present
American Communication Association 2012-Present
Florida Developmental Educators Association 2005-2008
American Association of Women in Community Colleges 2005-2008
Paci$c Ancient and Modern Language Association 2004-2006
International Writing Centers Association 2000-2002

Grants and Scholarships
Graduate Fellowship, University of Central Florida, 2003 
Teaching Assistantship, University of Central Florida, 2002
Florida Academic Scholar, University of Florida, 1996-2000

Professional Activities 
Women at the Crossroads: Literacy, Leadership, Power, and Technology Conference, Orlando, Fl 2014
 Conference attendee
Writer, Taylor & Mathis, December 2013
 Developed and revised treatment of a brief promo video for the local representative of Taylor & 
 Mathis, an Atlanta-based property management $rm.
Logo Designer, Junior League of Greater Orlando, 2013
 Designed president's logo for 2013. %e JLGO is a woman-run organization, whose speci$c 
 mission is childhood hunger and poverty in the Central Florida area.
Curator, Ignite Orlando, August 2012-Present
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Organizer and host of the Orlando chapter of Ignite, a fast-paced presentation format of 20 slides 
changing automatically every 15 seconds.

PechaKucha Orlando, Orlando, Fl 2011-2012
Presenter and attendee

TEDxOrlando, Orlando, Fl, 2011
Conference attendee

Florida Developmental Educators Association, Orlando, Fl, 2005-2006
Conference attendee and post-conference workshop facilitator

Paci$c Ancient and Modern Language Association, Portland, OR, 2004
Conference attendee and presenter

Community Service
Volunteer, Food Not Bombs, 2010-2011. Volunteered for weekly food sharing for homeless community in 

coordination with the United Community Club of Full Sail University. 
Volunteer and Coordinator, Las Love Dolls, 2010. In conjunction with two other individuals, executed a 

food and clothing drive to bene$t victims of the Haiti earthquake.
Get InTo Reading Winter Park Book Club Bake Sale and Fundraiser, 2007. As part of Valencia College’s 

“Get InTo Reading” campaign, coordinated and staffed a fundraising bake sale to bene$t the Cleft 
Palate Foundation.

Teacher’s aide/Volunteer, Gainesville High School, 2000. Volunteered as teacher’s aide for 10th grade 
drama and 12th grade advanced placement Spanish students.

Relevant Graduate Coursework
Literature and Humanities
20th Century Drama
Renaissance Women’s Literature
Literary Criticism
Post-colonial Literature
Medieval to Modern Literature
Literary Genres: Film as Literature
Shakespeare and Feminism
Contemporary Poetry
Caribbean Women’s Literature
Independent Study: Comprehensive Examination

Composition and Rhetoric
Methods of Bibliography and Research
%eory and Practice of Composition
English Grammar and Usage
Writing and Consulting
Literary Criticism
Independent Study: Comprehensive Examination
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